History in Milwaukee

An organization arises

Dispersal of early Syrian Americans

“The Arab people started
moving to the United States
maybe 100 years ago. It
started with the Syrians and
the Lebanese. | can't tell you
why they all came other than
opportunity. The original
Arabs that traveled over here
were actually Christians. The
first wave were Christians. . .
The Christian Arabs assimilated
into society more so than the
Muslims. The Muslim immi-
grants are more recent. The
Christians were able to assimi-
late more because there were
more common things in what
was acceptable. The Muslim
faith forbids drinking alcohol.
A big part of socializing and
networking involves going out
and having a drink. You won't
find that as much with the
Muslim community. They'll go
out and socialize, but they
won't drink. Whether you're
accepted for not drinking or
not, there’s still that- a little bit
of a divide there. The more
recent Muslim community
travelled here because of
political conflicts overseas,
and some of them traveled
here for opportunities. | think
that the political conflicts and
economy overseas are the
main reason though. Some
people came here for school.”

Quotes of Middle Eastern informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban
Anthropology Inc.



Meet your past Syrian neighbor

Fred and Ethel Saddy"

Fred and Ethel Saddy lived at 5815 Valley Forge Drive by 1949—a
sparsely settled area in today’s Valley Forge neighborhood. The
address may have been a destination move for the couple.
Frederick Joseph Saddy was born in Syria in 1896. He arrived
in America at age 8 with his parents and became a naturalized citizen
in 1924. Despite his immigrant status and only completing the 8th
grade in school, he had a successful
career. By 1930 he was the physical
director of the Eagles Club and by
1940 he was a staff member of the
Boxing Commission.
Ethel Dorothy Saddy (nee
Pinnell) was born in Illinois in 1899,
. the daughter of a Welsh immigrant
~ father. She became a naturalized
citizen in 1941. After completing
two years of high school, she took a job selling cosmetics
in a department store. The couple lived on State Street in the 1920s.
Fred and Ethel had a daughter, Shirley Ann Saddy, who was born
in 1936, when the parents were in their late 30s. Shirley Ann married a
man named Braeger and the two moved to the far northwest side.

Recent history in Milwaukee

“They were basically traveling
salesmen. But then | think a
lot of them got into the con-
venience store business.
Since, over the years, | think
there’s such a spread of
different occupations. |
think a lot are in the profes-
sional field, there’s a lot of
blue collar- it's a mixture of
everything. If you look at
the numbers overall, you'll
see that—this is going back
10 years—85 percent of Arab
Americans had a high school
diploma, 40 percent has a
bachelors, and | think like 20
percent had further—beyond
bachelor’s degrees. You'll see
a lot of professionals. Educa-
tion is emphasized in the
Arab community. So, you'll
see this gradual move in
terms of generation to gener-
ation to educate themselves
better. The people who
started in convenience scores
came because a lot of politi-
cal problems overseas. They

didn’t have the education. They
didn’t know any better. They
got into something that others
got into so they could get help.
Alot of them have gotten into
larger businesses and into pro-
fessional fields now.”

“Like in Milwaukee, there’s a
predominantly Palestinian
population here, although
there are large numbers of
Egyptians, Syrians,
Lebanese, and Moroccans.
You know there’s a variety
coming, though I'd say the
majority are Palestinian. So,
depending on what type of an
event is going on, | don't think
we segregate ourselves. | think
people socialize freely. But as
individuals | think people feel
closer- tend to have that bond of
nationality only because they
may know each other from
overseas or have some type of
relation or connection. | think
pretty much everyone is treated
equally and there really aren't
any borders, if you want to say it
like that—amongst the people.”

Quotes of Middle Eastern informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban




“There’s a lot of interaction
amongst all the different Arab
countries. Not to say that there
aren't the little cliques. There
definitely are. There’s a Syrian
community. There’s a clique of
Syrian individuals that socialize
a lot with one another. But
once again, when they have a
social gathering, you'll see peo-
ple from all different ethnic
backgrounds. The whole bor-
der issue- there really isn't any
within the Arab community
here.”

“I think people tend to group
more along their- for instance,
the Muslim community here
tends to group around the Is-
lamic Center. That's kind of like
the center point. You have peo-
ple from all over the world
there. | mean, every country is
represented and once again
f there aren't those borders or
s C I ST boundaries. Sometimes there
are language barriers, but if

7 you're Arab, obviously every-
= 7 one speaks Arabic. There are

¢ different dialects, but for the

Recent arrivals

N most part everyone can under-
v ¢! L stand one another. | would say
B 'y for the Muslim community as a
» e m whole, the Islamic Center has
= been a center point for people
- to start from and then go from
there.”

Quotes of Middle Eastern informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban
Anthropology Inc.




