Early history in Wisconsin

Norwegians in Milwaukee

sculpture of Leif Erikson

“Most Norwegians are very
connected with their home-
land still. So, in other words,
their old culture values still
are staying with them, who-
ever they are. | know many
Norwegians who have lived
there many years. When they
retire here and they can see
how well Norway has devel-
oped, and then they retire by
going back home. They retire
to Norway.”

“My immigrant ancestors?
You know Norwegians are
well known for cutting stone.
And, also, they were very
good at climbing. They were
the ones, when there were
building tall buildings, they
used to climb up there and
stuff like that. That goes way

back.”

“| think that there were people
that when they came over
here, they learned to work in
the factories and whatever
skills because most of them
that came over here came
from rural communities and
so their skill was farming and
keeping the land, but they
learned. . . When my
spouse’s mother came, she
worked as a domestic. But |
think there were many people,
particularly women, who
worked as domestics.”

Quotes of Norwegian informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban
Anthropology Inc.



Cultural preservation

Norway House

“Well mine [leisure time activity]
would be rosemaling. . . It's
been thirty-six years. And that
is my greatest pastime. . . In
Norway there are different
types of rosemaling according
to the different districts in
Norway. So, there’s many
different styles, but | would
say five popular ones.”

“| guess the most important
[ethnic practice] is the passing
on of some of the special
things and | guess what |
brought from my own parents
or the foods and the making
of the foods. . . And | would
think the passing on of the
recipes of the foods.”

Quotes of Norwegian informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban
Anthropology Inc.




Notable locals

Where to observe Norwegian culture

“| think the Hispanics in
Milwaukee with all their
festivals and parades—
they’re pretty much similar
to Norwegians—you know,
with the flag flying. And
they got their day, Cinco
de Mayo [as Norwegians
have May 17, Syttende
Mai].”

“We renovated the Leif
Erikson statue in Solomon
Juneau Park on the lake-
front . . . it was so close to
the cliff that they were
afraid it was going to fall
down. And every day on Leif
Erickson Day, Norwegians
think—they feel—that he
discovered America. So
that's why we go down there
and we place a wreath on
there.”

Quotes of Norwegian informants
from the 12-year Milwaukee ethnic
study conducted by Urban
Anthropology Inc.




Meet one of your current Norwegian neighbors

Marilee Gloe Runge

Like most Americans, Marilee Gloe Runge has a mixed ethnic back-
ground. She is approximately half Norwegian and half Czech. But
unlike most Americans, Marilee takes pride in practicing

both of her ethnic backgrounds. It starts with

honoring her ancestors. “In my immediate family,

I carry on the food, home and table traditions of

my elders. This begins with the time-honored

holiday traditions of setting our dining table with

the best linens, china, crystal and holiday center-

pieces. Each generation of women and children

in my family participated; it taught each of us the

meaning contained within the china design or

woven linen patterns; it taught us where to place

the silverware, which told our guests what to expect; and each holiday
had its associated colors which carried their own meaning. All this
conveyed to our guests how much we valued their presence at our
table.” Her family customs also include the kinds of food served and
seasonal variations. “A Norwegian tradition we always follow is on
New Year’s Eve and New Year's Day. We eat several pieces of herring
on crackers for good luck in the year to come."

To say that Marilee Gloe Runge understands the value of ethnic
traditions is a cosmic understatement. A professor of cultural anthro-
pology at Milwaukee Lutheran College with a MA in Cultural Sustainability,
she teaches courses in culture, anthropology, and food. And she lives what
she teaches: “I make slow food; I passed along the family recipes to my
children; I support organic farmers because my elders were farmers who
practiced that tradition of raising healthy food.” She’s also worked
beyond American soil by developing sustainability projects in
Grenada. One example was an aquaponics training program.

In addition to her academic work, Marilee has a second career
in the building/design field. She sees interior design as another
component of culture: “Housing and how people live is a matter
encompassing customs, climate, environmental materials, and culture.”
She has used her design skills in diverse contexts. “I was very blessed in
my design work to have professionally developed community living
spaces,” she states. These have included a corporate museum, organic
grocery, and designing and renovating churches.




Marilee’s hobbies include avid reading, decorative painting,
travel, and writing. She is married to a career Marine Corp veteran,
who upon retirement became a special ed instructor. On evenings or
weekends, hubby Chuck lives out his 20+ year passion as a baseball
umpire and football ref. Marilee and Chuck have adult children living
in four states and on one tropical island and seven grandchildren. “I
feel my gift in life has been becoming a mother,” she states, and then
adds: “While getting those children out into the world as beautiful
individuals that make a parent proud, I always found time to delve
into volunteering along the way. Volunteering brings diversity, insight,
friendships and humility to a person’s soul. Being a member of a
church community has graced my life.”




