Early History in Milwaukee
“My grandparents came here

in the early 20th century and
settled in the Walker’s Point
area. But | think just about
every immigrant that ever set
foot in Milwaukee got their
start in that neighborhood.”

“Some of us [Ukrainians]

were Orthodox. Some were

Catholic. Some were Jewish.

Some were atheists. Many

who came later from the

Soviet Union were atheists.
The Christians | think stuck

o Ukra|n|an. O.r&hodox‘ together more because they

g Church sy "a] 7K. had their churches as a center

of the community.”
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Meet two of your past Ukrainian neighbors

Natalia Artymko Dowhy and Nicolai Dowhy"

Born in 1893 in Komarno, L'viv, Ukraine, Natalia Artymko immigrated
to the United States with her family in 1913. Two years later, Natalia
married Nicolai Dowhy in Milwaukee. Nicolai was born in the County
of Kiev, Ukraine, in 1891. He was naturalized in 1927.
The couple settled on North 22nd Street, where they purchased
a home. Nicolai took a job in a tannery. Over the
next 25 years, the couple had five
children—three boys and two girls.
. At least one of the children
 served during World War Two
- and at least two of the children
~ eventually settled on the South
~ Side, within a mile of either of the
- Ukrainian churches.
2 Natalia died in 1985 and
' Nicolai in 1975. All the children
have since passed.

“Alot were on the South Side.
A few on the North Side
There was a dentist on, |
think, South 76th Street, who
was a major figure in the
Ukrainian community. He also

had some kind of role in Mar-
quette’s School of Dentistry.”
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Meet one of your current Ukrainian neighbors

Alexander Letzer

Alexander Letzer is a proud Ukrainian. He describes himself as
Ukrainian/Russian. “I stay connected to other members of my ethnic
group through social networks, celebrations and holidays,” he states. “I
eat ethnic food, listen to ethnic music, and tell stories.” The
national dish of Ukraine that originates from
the country is borsch, a sour soup with beets
as the main ingredient. However, varenyky
(dumplings) and holubtsi (cabbage rolls) are
also considered national favorites of the
Ukrainian people.
With a bachelor’s degree in Civil & Instructional
Engineering, Alexander works as a maintenance
engineer. His hobbies include ping-pong, soccer
and basketball. When asked about his most
significant achievement, he replies, “My family
' is my most proud accomplishment.” He has a
" wife and two children.
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